
 
Hello,  
Here is today's update on our Governement's actions on COVID-19. 
 
 
In this National Volunteer Week, I would like to highlight the important contribution of 
our volunteers to the well-being of the members of our community, particularly in the 
situation we are going through, which requires strong citizen solidarity. For those who 
already volunteering, please continue. If you want to get involved, it is never too late to 
volunteer at a volunteer centre.  

“This year’s theme, ‘It’s time to applaud this country’s volunteers’, underscores how 
volunteers work tirelessly and often behind the scenes. It highlights how our charities 
and non-profit organizations depend on their support to provide services to Canadians 
who need them most. 

Thank you to all these people of heart who give generously of their time. 

https://volunteer.ca/index.php?MenuItemID=407


 

 
 
 
 
Last Friday, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced new measures to protect 
Canadian jobs and provide greater support to businesses and organizations dealing with 
the economic impacts of VIDOC-19. 
  
Here is an overview of these targeted measures totalling $1.7 billion: 
  
$675 million to give financing support to small and medium-sized businesses that are 
unable to access the government’s existing COVID-19 support measures, through 
Canada’s Regional Development Agencies. 
 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/04/17/prime-minister-announces-new-support-protect-canadian-jobs


$287 million to support rural businesses and communities, including by providing them 
with much-needed access to capital through the Community Futures Network. 
 

$500 million to establish a COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund for Cultural, Heritage and 
Sport Organizations to help address the financial needs of affected organizations within 
these sectors so they can continue to support artists and athletes. The Fund is meant for 
organizations that can’t qualify for the existing Wage Subsidy because of the lumpy or 
irregular nature of their revenues as well as to cover contract workers. The Fund will 
also provide advances on future grants and contributions to help maintain liquidity as 
well as small subsidies to cover some fixed costs. 

  
Eligible organizations and businesses include:  
  
        Canadian not-for-profit cultural, heritage and arts organizations  
        National Sports Organizations, Multisport Service Organizations, and 

Canadian Sport Centres and Institutes  
        Canadian journalistic organizations  
        Canadian book publishers  
        Canadian production companies that work in the film or television 

industries 
        Organizations in the music industry  
        Television and radio broadcasters 
        Recipients of the Digital Citizen Initiative  

 
$250 million to assist innovative, early-stage companies that are unable to access 
existing COVID-19 business support, through the National Research Council of Canada’s 
Industrial Research Assistance Program. 
 

$20.1 million in support for Futurpreneur Canada to continue to support young 
entrepreneurs across Canada who are facing challenges due to COVID-19. The funding 
will allow Futurpreneur Canada to provide payment relief for its clients for up to 12 
months. 



 
 
Don’t hesitate to contact us for any questions or requests for information for this or 
other matters important to you. 
  
As always, we are here to help. 
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Pour les dernières nouvelles de la COVID-19 | For the most recent news about COVID-19 
Suivez Lyne Bessette | Follow Lyne Bessette Facebook & Instagram 
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